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Open Library

● A project of the Internet Archive
● "One web page for every book ever printed"
● Not a library catalog (not a library's inventory)



Types and properties







http://openlibrary.org/works/OL27519W/The_hobbit_or_There_and_back_again

http://openlibrary.org/works/OL27519W/

http://openlibrary.org/authors/OL26320A/J._R._R._Tolkien

http://openlibrary.org/books/OL9032793M/Der_Kleine_Hobbit



Wiki principles

● All edits are saved and viewable
● Anyone can edit
● Anyone can add new types or properties





Sources of data

● LC (Books All)
● Amazon (crawl)
● ONIX (publishers)
● Numerous libraries
● Individual users



Problems

Tolkien, J. R. R. (John Ronald Reuel), 1892-1973. 

v.

J. R. R. Tolkien



... but names are always a 
problem



Problems

The Hobbit 
(The )Hobbit



Problems

The Lord of the Rings [BOX SET] (Paperback)

Ida M. Tarbell, (Twayne's United States authors 
series) 



Differences

Product Dimensions: 7.9 x 5.2 x 3.8 inches 

23 cm.

v.



Differences

288 p. : ill. (some col))

xv, 200 p. 

v.

200 pages



Differences



Differences

Trees -- Ecology -- Juvenile literature.
Dead trees -- Juvenile literature. 

v.

Trees
Ecology

Dead trees
Juvenile literature





The View

● Authors
● Books
● Works
● Subjects
● Eventually...

– Places
– Time periods
– User lists
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