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Building a Rights Framework: 4 topics

▪ Digital is Different 
▪ Need for Enterprise-wide solution 
▪ Conceptual Framework-A Work-in 

Progress (overview, context, concepts, 
stages) 

▪ Descriptive Metadata for Copyright
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Private to Public

▪ Libraries and archives on both sides of 
issue 

▪ What do you own? 
▪ Once digitize what are rights? 
▪ Stewardship and service 
▪ Code as Control (digital work) 
▪ Orphan Works
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Digital is Different

▪ Legal issues 
▪ Analog to digital requires “copy” 
▪ Reading and rending require “copy” 
▪ Posting on web require “copy” and “display”, 

“distribution”  
▪ Ease and ubiquity of copies 
▪ Rights change over time 
▪ Recordkeeping (documenting) rights 
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▪ “Digital copies are perfect copies of the 
original.  For digital content, production is 
reproduction.” 

▪ Varian, H., Shapiro, C. (1999) Information Rules. Boston, MA: 
Harvard Business School Press
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▪ “It is possible only to preserve the ability to 
reproduce the electronic record, rather 
than to preserve the electronic record 
‘itself’.”  

▪ Ken Thibodeau, InterPARES Preservation Task Force
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Need for an Enterprise Solution

▪ California Digital Library multiple roles in the creation of 
digital services 

▪ Digital libraries appraise, select, acquire, describe, 
manage, preserve and make available materials to users 
over time 

▪ Rights issues arise throughout processes, workflows, 
services from appraisal, selection, ingest, preservation 
and access 

▪ Acquired and built content 
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(c)

Planning Selection
Crawling or digitization

Metadata 
creation

Transfer to 
CDL 

Ingest

Access

(c) information 

Training guidelines 

Scenarios 

Permission &  
notification 
templates 

Data elements 

Records  
requirements 

QC policies 
Access  
policies 

== Rights in the Digital Library Workflow == 
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Principles and Goals

▪ Provide the broadest set of services to the 
greatest number of users 

▪ Layered service model 
▪ Interoperability 
▪ Generalizable, scaleable solutions 
▪ Preserving cultural heritage resources 

▪ Rights Framework Overview: California Digital Library 
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	 “Save the time of the reader” 

S R Ranganathan 
5 Laws of Library Science 

1931



When Private Becomes Public:Legal Issues 
Society of American Archivist Annual Meeting, 

2005

archive Online

For educational use only. Users 
may print copies for individual 
use. Not to be reproduced for 
other purposes without 
permission. All rights reserved, 
ABC library. 



When Private Becomes Public:Legal Issues 
Society of American Archivist Annual Meeting, 

2005

When was this created?

Who created it? 

Was it ever published?

Were rights transferred 
to the archive?

?

?

?

?

?
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Rights Framework

● Policy Creation 
● Recognition of rights/

education 
● Assertion of rights 
● Expression of rights

● Policy Projection 
● Dissemination of rights 
● Exposure of rights (to 

user) 
● Enforcement of rights

"Digital Rights Management" by Intrallect for JISC
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Policy Creation

● Recognition of rights/education 
○ Copyright training 

● Assertion of rights 
○ Tools to record copyright decisions 

● Expression of rights 
○ Data elements to support rights determination
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Published or unpublished?

Creator – person or corporate 
body?

Creator’s death date

Date of creation

Name of rights holder

Country of creation?
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Data Elements

● Creator(s) 
● Rights holder(s) 
● Publishing information
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Creator(s)

● Creator name 
○ Personal or corporate? 

● Personal creator death date 
● Contact information (if appropriate)
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Rights Holder(s)

● Rights holder name 
● Rights holder contact (holder or agent) 
● Rights statements from work
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Publishing Information

● Published/unpublished? 
● Publisher name 
○ Publisher contact information 

● Date of publication 
● Country of creation or publication



When Private Becomes Public:Legal Issues 
Society of American Archivist Annual Meeting, 

2005

Dealing with Unknowns

● Information is unknown 
○ E.g. photo with no information about 

photographer, location, date 
● Information is not provided 
○ E.g. archive was unable to examine each 

piece 
● Contact archive for information 
○ Information exists, but is not included in 

public displays
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Dealing with Uncertainty

● Date is… 
○ Exact 
○ Approximate 
○ Unknown 

● Information is … 
○ Recorded on the piece 
○ Known 
○ Uncertain
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●MODS

Dublin 
Core

MARC21

METSrights

“The usual suspects”
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Goal: 
	 “Save the time of the reader” 

S R Ranganathan 
5 Laws of Library Science 

1931


